
Rank and Value of Cards

In order to define which card wins a particu-

lar trick, we must first define a card ranking,

shown from highest to lowest: ace, three,

king, queen, jack, seven, six, five, four, two.

Also, the cards have a point value: 

Ace.................11 points

Three .............10 points

King................4 points

Queen ............3 points

Jack ...............2 points

The remaining cards have no point value. 

As you can see, the total value of cards in

the deck adds up to 120 points. The player 

(or team) who scores at least 61 points in a

game wins. Games can end in a draw when

both reach the same point total (60), and

usually Briscola is played to the best of 

three or five games. We will play best of 

three games for the tournament.

Four Player Briscola

Two pairs of players sit face to face, and

each pair plays as a team, as in Bridge. 

One of the players shuffles the deck and

deals three cards to each player. The dealer

then takes a card and puts it face up near

the pile of undealt cards, which are placed

face down. The face-up card suit defines

which will be the trump suit for the game.

The trump suit is the suit which always takes

all other cards, card ranking notwithstanding. 

The player to the left of the dealer leads first.

Play proceeds in clockwise order. The other

players may play ANY card (there is no 

requirement to follow suit). If no one plays 

a trump card, the trick is won by the highest

card of the suit led. If one or more players

play a trump, the highest card wins. 

Each player in turn, starting with the winner

of the trick, then draws a card from the 

undealt pile. The winner of the trick then

leads on the next turn. 

When the undealt cards are used up, the last

player draws the trump card. At this point

each set of partners may briefly exchange

hands to see what cards their partners have.

After the cards are returned to the original

players, the game continues without drawing

until all the cards have been played.

After all cards have been played, each team

counts up their collective points. The team

with 61 points or more wins!
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